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Today I voted against the assisted dying bill.  

  

I did so because I believe it to be unsafe in the form it was presented. The concerns I had when I voted 

against it previously have not been addressed. Today, MPs were faced with the practical question of 

whether this bill adequately safeguards the most vulnerable people in our society, including those with 

mental illness. I concluded it does not.  

  

This debate has shined a light on the poor state of mental health provision in our country and the urgent 

need to improve access to, and funding of, palliative care. I hope MPs of all parties can now come 

together behind this, to give our loved ones the end-of-life care they deserve. 

  

I am grateful to the many constituents on both sides of this debate who have reached out to me to share 

their views, concerns and often heartbreaking personal stories. I have read and reflected on every one. But 

I could not in good conscience vote for a bill I felt put the most vulnerable people in our country at risk. 

 

 

 

     
Monica Harding MP 
Member of Parliament for Esher and Walton 

 

 


