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I think Esher 
and Walton 
deserves 
better  
than this
Monica Harding

Demand better

SPRING 2019

What a mess we’re in. 
Whichever way you voted 
on Brexit, there’s no arguing 
that the Government’s 
handling of it has been a 
disaster. And whatever the 
final outcome, it’s clear that 
the Brexit reality is a long 
way from the sunlit uplands 
promised by the Leave 
campaign in the run up to 
the 2016 referendum.

Great damage has been done to 
our country.  Political game-playing 
and the reckless threat of ‘no deal’ 
have paralysed business and stifled 
investment. Our jobs and livelihoods 
are under threat as companies 
pull away from the UK. Meanwhile, 
politicians have ignored the deep 
problems afflicting Britain after a 
decade of Tory austerity.

We should demand better.  Its time 
our leaders took a more principled 
stand, acted with integrity rather 
than being self-serving and put 
Britain’s future first.  It’s time  
for change.

Our politicians are 
failing us.
Name?

for Esher & Walton
MONICA HARDING

With a solid majority in the 2015 and 2017 
general elections, he’s become complacent 
about his ‘safe’ seat here. In a constituency 
where 60% of voters opted to Remain in the 
EU, his stance on Brexit is dogmatic, extreme 
and, above all, self serving.

Having walked away from his brief role as Brexit 
secretary, he has repeatedly voted against the 
deal he helped to negotiate, helping to run down 
the clock on Brexit to the point of parliamentary 
meltdown. In the end he voted for Theresa May’s 
deal because her job was up for grabs.

He’s openly backed a ‘hard’ Brexit, refusing to 
take ‘no deal’ off the table, regardless of the 
catastrophic impact on the economy, job security 
and living costs - for businesses and individuals 
in his constituency. His admissions that he didn’t 
understand the importance of the Dover-Calais 
trade route and that he hadn’t read the Good 
Friday agreement show that he’s not fit for the  
big jobs.

As your constituency MP, it’s his job to represent 
you in Parliament. If you voted to Remain, or even 
if you would prefer a more measured approach to 
Brexit, he’s ignoring you.

If Dominic Raab isn’t speaking for you, 
it’s time to demand better.

Does Dominic 
Raab speak 
for YOU?

Claygate, Cobham, Esher, Hersham, Hinchley Wood,  
Long Ditton, Molesey, Oxshott, Stoke D'Abernon,  
Thames Ditton, Walton on Thames & Weston Green 



Hello, I’m Monica!
My name is Monica Harding. At the next General Election, I’ll be standing as 
the Liberal Democrat candidate in the Esher and Walton constituency. I’m 
driven by my belief that we should be working for a better future  
for everyone.

I’ve lived in Thames Ditton for over a decade. I’m mum to four children, 
daughter to an 87 year old Esher resident, and Vice Chair of governors at a 
local primary school. I see first-hand the impact of Tory cuts on our schools, 
health and social services, transport infrastructure and community facilities.

I’m a management consultant with a track record of leading organisations 
in the public, private and charity sectors. With all this real-world experience, 
I can’t stand by while our politicians undermine the things I believe in. My 
constituency MP, Dominic Raab, doesn’t represent my values, or those of 
many of the people I talk to. 

I’m worried that our current government isn’t focused on the needs of its 
citizens. We should be investing in our children’s futures and looking after 
the most vulnerable members of society. I want to live in an open, outward-
looking, energetic UK, with a strong economy. I want to be led by moderate, 
rational people who act in the nation’s best interests. I believe that most 
voters want politicians with integrity, not personal agendas or idealogies. 
Instead, we’re at the mercy of party infighting and naked political ambition. 

That’s why I’m channeling my drive and energy into a more positive future for 
everybody in this constituency. Better education, first-class health provision, 
reliable transport services, a strong economy, safe and secure communities 
and taking care of our beautiful planet. I want to make a future our children 
will thank us for. To find out more, follow me:

We need cooperation, diplomacy 
and conciliation, not the extreme 
polarisation of politics….exemplified by 
the current Punch & Judy show  
in Westminster.
Paul, Esher

Keeping our community safe.
Knife crime has become a national emergency and our community is not immune. 
The causes of knife crime are complex, but to dismiss a ‘direct correlation’ with 
cuts in policing budgets, as Theresa May did, is disingenuous and irresponsible. 
Total funding for police forces in England and Wales has fallen by 19% and officer 
numbers have dropped by nearly 20,000 since 2010. Police budgets have been cut 
by £1bn since 2015. Esher and Walton is not immune to knife crime, as the horrific 
recent stabbing of a teenager in Thames Ditton testifies. Our communities need 
strengthening, not slammed with more and more cuts to public services. 

That’s why I want increased community policing for Esher & Walton as  
part of our campaign to invest an extra £300 million a year in local police 
forces nationally. 

Police funding fell by 
19% from 2010 to 2019.

   @monicabeharding @MonicaHardingEsherWalton 

07707 924374
  

 monicaharding.org   

The sitting Conservative 
Member of Parliament 
for this constituency 
is certainly not, in my 
view, acting in the best 
interests of the country: 
I would like to see him 
replaced by someone 
who will so act.

Graham, Weston Green

Thanks for blocking me 
@DominicRaab.  You 
have inspired me to join 
the LibDems so I can 
help get this country 
back on track.
Mark, Cobham

Dominic Raab has failed 
to listen to our concerns 
about Brexit and he’s still 
not listening now.
David, Molesey

So good to hear 
someone saying things 
that I actually agree with! 
Thanks Monica Harding 
for Esher & Walton for 
being there for us.
Marian, Cobham

It is time for a change. I 
will be voting for Monica 
Harding at the next 
General Election as she 
is about what is right and 
good for Esher  
and Walton.
Patrick, Stoke d’Abernon



Reversing the damaging  
cuts to school budgets.
Our schools are woefully underfunded, damaging all our children’s prospects and 
eroding support for children who may be struggling.

In March 2019 the Headteacher at Hinchley Wood School was one of many 
frustrated heads who wrote to parents about the crisis in school funding. Their 
letters highlight the difficult decisions being made and the negative impact on 
children’s educational outcomes.

I’m a school Governor, and a mum, and I’ve seen these cuts at first hand. Since 2010 
school budgets have been cut by over 8% in real terms. In post-16 education the 
figure is an alarming 20%. Schools are scrimping to pay for basic supplies. They’re 
not replacing staff, and they’re closing early because they can’t afford to be open. 
And they’re struggling to provide proper provision for pupils with poor mental 
health or special educational needs because our public services that should be 
supporting them have also been badly cut.

That’s why I’m campaigning to put an extra £7 billion into school and college 
budgets – reversing school budget cuts and protecting per pupil funding in 
real terms.  If you value our kids’ futures like I do, go to the back page and see 
what else we plan to do. 

School budgets have been 
cut by between 8 - 20% since 
2010. Schools are struggling 
to stay open 5 days a week.

Our public transport systems are failing their users. Here in our constituency, 
the performance of South Western Railway lets us commuters down time 
after time. Despite fare increases of 3.2%, SWR train services are regularly 
cancelled or delayed.  For many of us in the constituency, efficient rail travel 
into London is critical. When trains are delayed, we miss appointments, lose 
earnings and incur extra childcare costs. While the Government is failing to 
get a grip on poor rail performance, neighbouring Liberal Democrat MPs, 
Vince Cable and Ed Davey, are holding the rail operating companies  
to account. 

That’s why I’m working with my Liberal Democrat MPs to pressure the 
Government to impose a new performance-related ‘passengers first’ 
contract and to remove SWR’s franchise if they continue to fail. 

We have 12 years to change the way we 
live before irreversible change to our 
climate. Air pollution in the UK is a killer. It 
contributes to 40,000 premature deaths a 
year and costs the NHS £15 billion. In Esher 
and Walton we are surrounded by major 
roads the M3, A3, M25 and the UK’s biggest 
airport – Heathrow – which is expanding its 
capacity. And our open spaces are under 
threat. Britain’s natural environment is 
precious. The countryside, wildlife and 
urban green spaces are critical to health, 
wellbeing and a sense of community. 

That’s why I support introducing an 
Air Quality Plan and a Nature Act with 
legally binding targets for clean water, 
air and biodiversity and protecting our 
Green Belt by opposing  
development there.

Passengers before 
profit – our trains.

I’m listening
I want to hear your views and 
understand what changes you 
want to see, nationally and in 
our community.  
Just email me at 
monica@monicaharding.org 

Climate change is the biggest  
issue of our generation.



It’s time for change.
I’m campaigning for change on these important issues for our country and for our local community.  Here 
are a few of the specific actions I’m supporting.

Printed by Solopress, 9 Stock Road, Southend-on-Sea SS2 5QF. Published and promoted on  
behalf of Elmbridge Liberal Democrats by David Bellchamber, 18 Lockhart Road, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 2AX 

THE BEST START IN LIFE

Putting an extra £7billion into school and college budgets 
– reversing school budget cuts and protecting per pupil 
funding in real terms.

Guaranteeing teachers a pay-rise at least in line  
with inflation.

Devolving all money for new school spaces to local 
authorities and ensuring that money goes where there is a 
need for new school places.

Scrapping SATS.

Protecting the mental health of children with a mental 
health pathway beginning in schools and reducing mental 
health waiting times in the NHS.

Better provision for Special Educational Needs.

PUTTING PASSENGERS FIRST

Pressuring the Government to remove SWR’s franchise 
or impose a new performance-related ‘passengers first’ 
contract. 

Forcing SWR and Network Rail to urgently develop new 
capability and capacity to manage disruptions better and 
support immediate additional funding for  
essential investment.

Working for better bus provision to ease road congestion 
and improve transport access for the young and elderly.

RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP OF OUR PLANET

Calling for fuller scrutiny of any expansion or new flight 
routes at Heathrow and its impact to residents of  
this constituency.

Introducing an Air Quality Plan and a Nature Act with 
legally binding targets for clean water, air and biodiversity.

Protecting our Green Belt by opposing development there, 
identifying brownfield and other sites.

Committing to environmental protections at least as 
strong as EU protections if the UK leaves the EU and full 
cooperation with EU institutions such as the European 
Environment Agency.

Establishing an Office of Environmental Responsibility 
with a requirement for Ministers to report annually to 
parliament on the state of the UK’s environment.

PROTECTING WHAT YOU LOVE

Increasing community policing, investing an extra £300 
million a year in local police forces.

Ending the 1% cap on police pay rises.

An end to austerity with a proper injection of cash into our 
public services – protecting everything from our children’s 
services to our libraries.

See more on this and policies including the 
NHS and adult social care, tackling the housing 
crisis, improving rights for renters and helping 
homelessness on my website, or contact me.

It’s time to demand better. 
For our country, for ourselves, for our children. 
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